
1st Samuel 1 

 

Verse 1 

Now there was a certain man from Ramathaim-zophim from the hill country of 

Ephraim, and his name was Elkanah 

See Map 105 

 

 

Elkanah the son of Jeroham, the son of Elihu, the son of Tohu, the son of Zuph, 

an Ephraimite. 

Elkanah was a Levite living in Ephraim. 

See 1 Chronicles 6:33 



33 These are the ones who served with their sons: From the sons of the 

Kohathites were Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel, 34 the son 

of Elkanah, the son of Jeroham, the son of Eliel, the son of Toah, 35 the son of 

Zuph, the son of Elkanah, the son of Mahath, the son of Amasai, 36 the son of 

Elkanah, the son of Joel, the son of Azariah, the son of Zephaniah, 37 the son of 

Tahath, the son of Assir, the son of Ebiasaph, the son of Korah, 38 the son of 

Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi, the son of Israel. 

 

Verses 2 - 8 

2 He had two wives: the name of one was Hannah and the name of the other 

Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children.  3 Now this 

man would go up from his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the Lord of 

hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were priests to the 

Lord there. 4 When the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions 

to Peninnah his wife and to all her sons and her daughters; 5 but to Hannah he 

would give a double portion, for he loved Hannah, but the Lord had closed her 

womb. 6 Her rival, however, would provoke her bitterly to irritate her, because the 

Lord had closed her womb. 7 It happened year after year, as often as she went up 

to the house of the Lord, she would provoke her; so she wept and would not eat. 
8 Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep and why do 

you not eat and why is your heart sad? Am I not better to you than ten sons?” 

 

2 He had two wives: the name of one was Hannah and the name of the other 

Peninnah; and Peninnah had children, but Hannah had no children. 

There are many examples of polygamy found among the heroes and other godly men of 

the O.T. but it was never the will of God.       

See Matthew 19:3-5 

 

3 Now this man would go up from his city yearly to worship and to sacrifice to the 

Lord of hosts in Shiloh. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were 

priests to the Lord there. 

See Map 110 



 

Jewish men (but the whole family usually went) were required to attend three festivals 

(Passover, Pentecost, and Tabernacles) at Shiloh each year. 

See chart 115 

 



The Passover, The feast of Unleavened Bread, and the Offering of First fruits all took 

place during one week and was often referred to as The Week of Passover by the Jews.   

So the 3 feasts included the Week of Passover, the Feast of weeks, and the Feast of 

Tabernacles. 

 

4 When the day came that Elkanah sacrificed, he would give portions to Peninnah 

his wife and to all her sons and her daughters; 5 but to Hannah he would give a 

double portion, for he loved Hannah, but the Lord had closed her womb. 

Worshippers were permitted to feast on the peace-offerings after the priests had taken 

their portion. 

His favoritism toward Hannah created a conflict between his wives much like the favor 

that Jacob showed toward Joseph caused a rift between him and his brothers. 

Here we see that God closed the womb of Hannah.  But why would God do this?  He 

wanted Samuel to grow up in the Lord’s house so He put Hanna in a situation where 

she would feel compelled to make a vow to give her son to the Lord.  God did not leave 

this decision to chance. 

See Ecclesiastes 9:11 

11 I again saw under the sun that the race is not to the swift and the battle is not to 

the warriors, and neither is bread to the wise nor wealth to the discerning, nor 

favor to the skillful; for time and chance overtake them all. 

 

6 Her rival, however, would provoke her bitterly to irritate her, because the Lord 

had closed her womb. 7 It happened year after year, as often as she went up to the 

house of the Lord, she would provoke her; so she wept and would not eat. 

The fact that Hannah would get a double portion really bothered Peninnah so she would 

provoke Hannah to the point where she would get so upset that she was not able to 

enjoy the double portion that was given to her by her husband. 

 

8 Then Elkanah her husband said to her, “Hannah, why do you weep and why do 

you not eat and why is your heart sad? Am I not better to you than ten sons?” 

This was not a good way to console a wife who desperately wanted a child. 



Verses 9 - 18 

Then Hannah rose after eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was 

sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10 She, greatly 

distressed, prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 She made a vow and said, “O 

Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your maidservant and 

remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give Your maidservant a 

son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and a razor shall never 

come on his head.”  12 Now it came about, as she continued praying before the 

Lord, that Eli was watching her mouth. 13 As for Hannah, she was speaking in her 

heart, only her lips were moving, but her voice was not heard. So Eli thought she 

was drunk. 14 Then Eli said to her, “How long will you make yourself drunk? Put 

away your wine from you.” 15 But Hannah replied, “No, my lord, I am a woman 

oppressed in spirit; I have drunk neither wine nor strong drink, but I have poured 

out my soul before the Lord. 16 Do not consider your maidservant as a worthless 

woman, for I have spoken until now out of my great concern and provocation.” 
17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace; and may the God of Israel grant your 

petition that you have asked of Him.” 18 She said, “Let your maidservant find favor 

in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer 

sad. 

 

Then Hannah rose after eating and drinking in Shiloh. Now Eli the priest was 

sitting on the seat by the doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 

The word temple here means tabernacle.  The book of 1st Samuel begins with the birth 

of Samuel in the year 1100 BC (right after the events in the book of Ruth).  The temple 

of Solomon will not be finished for another 140 years (959 BC).    

 

10 She, greatly distressed, prayed to the Lord and wept bitterly. 11 She made a vow 

and said, “O Lord of hosts, if You will indeed look on the affliction of Your 

maidservant and remember me, and not forget Your maidservant, but will give 

Your maidservant a son, then I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, 

and a razor shall never come on his head.” 

Hannah was desperate and decided to make a vow that included two parts. 

1.  She would give the child to the Lord. 

2.  Samuel would become a Nazarite for life. 



17 Then Eli answered and said, “Go in peace; and may the God of Israel grant your 

petition that you have asked of Him.” 18 She said, “Let your maidservant find favor 

in your sight.” So the woman went her way and ate, and her face was no longer 

sad. 

The blessing of the High Priest resulted in a dramatic change in Hannah's attitude. 

 

Verses 19 -20 

Then they arose early in the morning and worshiped before the Lord, and 

returned again to their house in Ramah. And Elkanah had relations with Hannah 

his wife, and the Lord remembered her. 20 It came about in due time, after Hannah 

had conceived, that she gave birth to a son; and she named him Samuel, saying, 

“Because I have asked him of the Lord.” 

There are six stories of barren women in the Old Testament. 

Three of them appear in the Book of Genesis and all three were the wives of the three 

Patriarchs. 

1.  Sarah the wife of Abraham  11:30 

2. Rebekah the wife of Isaac 25:21 

3.  Rachel the wife of Jacob 29:31 

 

Two of them were the mother of a Judge 

4.  The wife of Manoah, the mother of Samson Judges 13  

5.  Hannah, the mother of Samuel (He was a Judge & a Prophet)   

 

6.  The last one was the Shunammite woman who assisted the prophet Elisha  

She received a son when her husband was very old and the son was later raised from 

the dead.  See 2 Kings 4 

None of these woman enjoyed being childless for many years but as it turned out their 

belated children played an important role in God’s kingdom.  They were all rewarded in 

a very special way for their suffering. 

https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/sarahsarai-bible
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/rebekah-bible
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/rachel-bible
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/hannah-bible
https://jwa.org/encyclopedia/article/shunammite-bible


Verses 21 - 28 

Then the man Elkanah went up with all his household to offer to the Lord the 

yearly sacrifice and pay his vow. 22 But Hannah did not go up, for she said to her 

husband, “I will not go up until the child is weaned; then I will bring him, that he 

may appear before the Lord and stay there forever.” 23 Elkanah her husband said 

to her, “Do what seems best to you. Remain until you have weaned him; only may 

the Lord confirm His word.” So the woman remained and nursed her son until she 

weaned him. 24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with a 

three-year-old bull and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to 

the house of the Lord in Shiloh, although the child was young. 25 Then they 

slaughtered the bull, and brought the boy to Eli. 26 She said, “Oh, my lord! As your 

soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood here beside you, praying to the 

Lord. 27 For this boy I prayed, and the Lord has given me my petition which I 

asked of Him. 28 So I have also dedicated him to the Lord; as long as he lives he is 

dedicated to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord there. 

 

24 Now when she had weaned him, she took him up with her, with a three-year-old 

bull and one ephah of flour and a jug of wine, and brought him to the house of the 

Lord in Shiloh, although the child was young 

The weaning time for children in Palestine was a period of two or three years. 

 

26 She said, “Oh, my lord! As your soul lives, my lord, I am the woman who stood 

here beside you, praying to the Lord. 27 For this boy I prayed, and the Lord has 

given me my petition which I asked of Him. 28 So I have also dedicated him to the 

Lord; as long as he lives he is dedicated to the Lord.” And he worshiped the Lord 

there. 

It had to be difficult for them to leave their son at the Tabernacle, but they were people 

of faith and they honored the vow that Hannah had made to the Lord.  

 

 


