
Genesis 43 

 

Verse 1-5 

Now the famine was severe in the land. 2 So it came about, when they had 

finished eating the grain which they had brought from Egypt, that their father said 

to them, “Go back, buy us a little food.” 3 Judah spoke to him, however, saying, 

“The man sternly warned us, ‘You shall not see my face unless your brother is 

with you.’ 4 If you send our brother with us, we will go down and buy you food. 
5 But if you do not send him, we will not go down; for the man said to us, ‘You will 

not see my face unless your brother is with you.’” 

 

Judah spoke to him, however, saying, “The man sternly warned us, ‘You shall not 

see my face unless your brother is with you. 

When the food ran out Jacob wanted his sons to return to Egypt but he still wanted 

them to go without Benjamin 

It seems that Reuben was no longer willing to take the leadership role on this second 

trip to Egypt 

Perhaps his pledge to Jacob, that he could slay his two sons if he did not bring 

Benjamin back, was no longer worth the risk 

However, Judah, like Reuben, would not face “the man” without Benjamin 

 

 Verse 6-10  

6 Then Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly, by telling the man whether you 

still had another brother?” 7 But they said, “The man specifically asked about us 

and our relatives, saying, ‘Is your father still alive? Have you another brother?’ So 

we answered his questions. Could we possibly know that he would say, ‘Bring 

your brother down’?” 8 So Judah said to his father Israel, “Send the boy with me 

and we will arise and go, so that we may live and not die, we as well as you and 

our little ones. 9 I myself will take responsibility for him! You may demand him 

back from me. If I do not bring him back to you and present him to you, then you 

can let me take the blame forever. 10 For if we had not delayed, surely by now we 

could have returned twice.” 



6 Then Israel said, “Why did you treat me so badly, by telling the man whether you 

still had another brother? 

Has Jacob forgotten that his sons were being accused of being spies? 

Answering in a dishonest way could have jeopardized their lives 

Jacob isn’t being practical or fair to his sons 

 

I myself will take responsibility for him! 

Judah offered himself as security for the youngest brother.  

This shows the difference in character between Reuben and Judah 

Reuben had offered the lives of his two sons not himself 

 

Verses 11-14  

11 Then their father Israel said to them, “If it must be so, then do this: take some of 

the best products of the land in your bags, and carry down to the man as a gift, a 

little balsam and a little honey, labdanum resin and myrrh, pistachio nuts and 

almonds. 12 And take double the money in your hand, and take back in your hand 

the money that was returned in the opening of your sacks; perhaps it was a 

mistake. 13 Take your brother also, and arise, return to the man; 14 and may God 

Almighty grant you compassion in the sight of the man, so that he will release to 

you your other brother and Benjamin. And as for me, if I am bereaved of my sons, 

I am bereaved!” 

 

Take some of the best products of the land in your bags, and carry down to the 

man as a gift, a little balsam and a little honey, labdanum resin and myrrh, 

pistachio nuts and almonds. 

Having resolved to let Benjamin make the journey, Jacob moved to the details of the trip 

Even though the famine was severe in the land, some products were available 

He wanted them to take a gift to the man, return the money they had found in their 

sacks, and additional money to buy more grain 

 



14 And may God Almighty grant you compassion in the sight of the man 

It seems that Jacobs’s faith may have suffered a bit since the death of Joseph 

But he does ask God that things might go well when they face “the man”  

 

And as for me, if I am bereaved of my sons, I am bereaved!” 

Jacob had complained in Genesis 42:36 that, "All these things are against me"  

It may have seemed that way at the time but God was doing something that would save 

him and his family and eventually make Jacob into a great nation 

From our perspective it may seem like everything is going wrong at certain times in our 

lives but the Lord knows how to turn a loss into a gain 

Our part is to keep trusting in Him, regardless of how things may appear.  

There is no doubt that this can be very difficult to do, but that is the goal. 

 

Verse 15 -21 

15 So the men took this gift, and they took double the money in their hand, and 

Benjamin; then they set out and went down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph.  
16 When Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he said to his house steward, “Bring the 

men into the house, and slaughter an animal and make preparations; for the men 

are to dine with me at noon.” 17 So the man did as Joseph said, and brought the 

men to Joseph’s house. 18 Now the men were afraid, because they were brought 

to Joseph’s house; and they said, “It is because of the money that was returned 

in our sacks the first time that we are being brought in, so that he may attack us 

and overpower us, and take us as slaves with our donkeys.”  

 

18 Now the men were afraid, because they were brought to Joseph’s house;  

Do you think their fear was rational? 

Why would Joseph have to wait until they got to the house? 

He had the entire Egyptian army at his command and he could have given the 

command at any point 



And they said, “It is because of the money that was returned in our sacks the first 

time that we are being brought in, so that he may attack us and overpower us, 

and take us as slaves with our donkeys. 

How could they have possibly taken the money that they had paid for the grain? 

This would have required an Oceans 11 plot considering they were accused of being 

spies and were warned not to come back without Benjamin. 

It is amazing how a guilty conscience can cloud the minds of men 

 

Verses 19-25  

19 So they approached Joseph’s house steward, and spoke to him at the entrance 

of the house, 20 and said, “Oh, my lord, we indeed came down the first time to buy 

food, 21 and it happened when we came to the campsite, that we opened our 

sacks, and behold, each man’s money was in the opening of his sack, our money 

in full. So we have brought it back in our hand.  22 We have also brought down 

other money in our hand to buy food; we do not know who put our money in our 

sacks.” 23 But he said, “Peace be to you, do not be afraid. Your God and the God 

of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; your money was in my 

possession.” Then he brought Simeon out to them. 24 Then the man brought the 

men into Joseph’s house and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and 

he gave their donkeys feed. 25 So they prepared the gift for Joseph’s arrival at 

noon; for they had heard that they were to eat a meal there. 

 

Your God, and the God of your father has given you treasure in your sacks; your 

money was in my possession. 

In Genesis 42:25 it says Joseph gave orders to put the men’s money back in their bags 

But we are not told who he gave that order to 

The steward speaking here affirms that he had received their money and their account 

was paid in full. 

It seems obvious that Joseph had a different steward or servant put the money back 

into their sacks and this steward knew nothing about it. 

As far as this steward knew, God had blessed them 

This took part of their fears away, but what about Simeon 



Then he brought Simeon out to them 

Joseph had done exactly what he had promised he would do 

The men could finally be at peace about the money and Simeon 

 

Verses 26-30  

26 When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the gift which 

was in their hand, and they bowed down to the ground before him. 27 Then he 

asked them about their welfare, and said, “Is your old father well, of whom you 

spoke? Is he still alive?” 28 And they said, “Your servant our father is well; he is 

still alive.” Then they bowed down again in homage. 29 And as he raised his eyes 

and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son, he said, “Is this your youngest 

brother, of whom you spoke to me?” Then he said, “May God be gracious to you, 

my son.” 30 Joseph then hurried out, for he was deeply stirred over his brother, 

and he looked for a place to weep; so he entered his chamber and wept there. 

 

26 When Joseph came home, they brought into the house to him the gift which 

was in their hand, and they bowed down to the ground before him. 

This is the second time the dreams of Joseph had been fulfilled. 

 

Then they bowed down again in homage 

OK, you’re right; I don’t need to say it again 

 

And as he raised his eyes and saw his brother Benjamin, his mother’s son 

Benjamin was his blood brother 

It’s only natural that he would be closer to him then his half brothers 

 

Joseph then hurried out, for he was deeply stirred over his brother, and he looked 

for a place to weep; so he entered his chamber and wept there. 

This had to be a very special moment for Joseph 



Verses 31-34  

31 Then he washed his face and came out; and he controlled himself and said, 

“Serve the meal.” 32 Then they served him by himself, and Joseph’s brothers by 

themselves, and the Egyptians who ate with him by themselves; because the 

Egyptians could not eat bread with the Hebrews, for that is an abomination to the 

Egyptians. 33 Now they were seated before him, from the firstborn according to 

his birthright to the youngest according to his youth, and the men looked at one 

another in astonishment. 34 Then he took portions to them from his own table, but 

Benjamin’s portion was five times as much as any of theirs. So they drank freely 

with him. 

 

Then they served him by himself, and Joseph’s brothers by themselves, and the 

Egyptians who ate with him by themselves 

There were three different tables set for the participants in this feast.  

Joseph ate by himself, due to his rank and authority.  There was another table for the 

Egyptians and a third for the Hebrews 

 

Because the Egyptians could not eat bread with the Hebrews, for that is an 

abomination to the Egyptians. 

Genesis 46:34 says “for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.” 

In both places it says, it is an abomination, but doesn’t explain why 

Did the experience that the Egyptians had with Abraham in Genesis 12 cause this rift 

between the two groups? 

What other experience did the Egyptians have with the Hebrews? 

What other shepherds came to Egypt and had a negative experience with them? 

 

And the men looked at one another in astonishment. 

It was highly improbable that they would be seated in order of their age when you 

consider the age difference between the men 

See chart 4505 



  

Jacob had 11 sons in 7 years (Not a problem when one has 4 wives) 

The Egyptians knew Benjamin was the youngest and probably knew Reuben was the 

oldest since he was the leader during the 1st Journey to Egypt 

But guessing the ages of the other 9 men that were between the ages of 46 and 39 

would be like guessing a pin number with 9 digits. 

 

They should have also been amazed that they were invited to his house at all 

Yes, they proved that they were not spies, but how does that get you an invite to the 

house of the 2nd most important person in the kingdom of Egypt 

 

 34 Then he took portions to them from his own table, but Benjamin’s portion was 

five times as much as any of theirs 

This was another clue that should have prompted some curiosity from the men 

  

 


