Leviticus 14

Verses 1- 9

Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, > “This shall be the law of the leper in the
day of his cleansing. Now he shall be brought to the priest, and the priest shall
go out to the outside of the camp. Thus the priest shall look, and if the infection
of leprosy has been healed in the leper, “then the priest shall give orders to take
two live clean birds and cedar wood and a scarlet string and hyssop for the one
who is to be cleansed. ° The priest shall also give orders to slay the one bird in an
earthenware vessel over running water.  As for the live bird, he shall take it
together with the cedar wood and the scarlet string and the hyssop, and shall dip
them and the live bird in the blood of the bird that was slain over the running
water. " He shall then sprinkle seven times the one who is to be cleansed from the
leprosy and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the live bird go free over the
open field. 8 The one to be cleansed shall then wash his clothes and shave off all
his hair and bathe in water and be clean. Now afterward, he may enter the camp,
but he shall stay outside his tent for seven days. °It will be on the seventh day
that he shall shave off all his hair: he shall shave his head and his beard and his
eyebrows, even all his hair. He shall then wash his clothes and bathe his body in
water and be clean.

2This shall be the law of the leper in the day of his cleansing....If the infection of
leprosy has been healed in the leper....

Then the priest gave orders to take 2 live clean birds and slay the one bird in an
earthenware vessel over running water (verse 5). The remaining bird together with the
cedar wood and the scarlet string and the hyssop, was dipped in the blood of the bird
that was slain (verse 6).

" He shall then sprinkle seven times the one who is to be cleansed from the
leprosy and shall pronounce him clean, and shall let the live bird go free over the
open field.

Then the person was allowed to enter the camp but he had to stay outside his tent for 7
days (verse 8). Then on the seventh day he shaved off all his hair and washed his
clothes and bathed his body (verse 9).



Verses 10 - 20

19«“Now on the eighth day he is to take two male lambs without defect, and a
yearling ewe lamb without defect, and three-tenths of an ephah of fine flour mixed
with oil for a grain offering, and one log of oil; ** and the priest who pronounces
him clean shall present the man to be cleansed and the aforesaid before the Lord
at the doorway of the tent of meeting. ** Then the priest shall take the one male
lamb and bring it for a guilt offering, with the log of oil, and present them as a
wave offering before the Lord. ** Next he shall slaughter the male lamb in the
place where they slaughter the sin offering and the burnt offering, at the place of
the sanctuary—for the guilt offering, like the sin offering, belongs to the priest; it
is most holy. * The priest shall then take some of the blood of the guilt offering,
and the priest shall put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed,
and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot. > The
priest shall also take some of the log of oil, and pour it into his left palm; *®the
priest shall then dip his right-hand finger into the oil that is in his left palm, and
with his finger sprinkle some of the oil seven times before the Lord. ’ Of the
remaining oil which is in his palm, the priest shall put some on the right ear lobe
of the one to be cleansed, and on the thumb of his right hand, and on the big toe
of his right foot, on the blood of the guilt offering; *® while the rest of the oil that is
in the priest’s palm, he shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed. So the
priest shall make atonement on his behalf before the Lord. *° The priest shall next
offer the sin offering and make atonement for the one to be cleansed from his
uncleanness. Then afterward, he shall slaughter the burnt offering. ?° The priest
shall offer up the burnt offering and the grain offering on the altar. Thus the priest
shall make atonement for him, and he will be clean.

1 Now on the eighth day....
There were 4 offerings that needed to be made for the leper to be made clean.
1. The Grain offering — 3/10 of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil.

2. The Guilt offering had to be a ram (a mature, uncastrated male sheep) and one log
of oil (a liquid measure, probably less than a pint).

3. The Sin offering had to be a female sheep (a yearling ewe lamb).

4. The Burnt offering had to be a male sheep.



“The priest shall then take some of the blood of the guilt offering, and the priest
shall put it on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, and on the
thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot.

The ceremony included the touching of the ear, thumb, and big toe with blood, and then
with oil (verse 17).

20 ...Thus the priest shall make atonement for him, and he will be clean.

The number of offerings that were demanded of a leper for his cleansing speaks to the
importance of this ceremony.

Before we continue there is one matter of importance that should be addressed here.

Was this disease the result of sin? There was a sin-offering and a guilt offering.
However, none of us should assume that disease is the direct result of sin because that
is what the friends of Job thought and we know they were misguided.

Job was the most righteous man in the east but he suffered from a terrible disease that
Satan inflicted upon him because he was righteous. His friends had no idea that Job
was in fact suffering for the sake of righteousness (He suffered for doing what was
right).

However, the sin of Adam and Eve did result in the fallen nature of mankind and the
fallen nature of nature. This is partly why mankind suffers in so many ways. There is
no doubt that man suffers from the sin of Adam and Eve and sometimes from our own
sin, but we should never fall into the pattern of thinking that Job’s friends displayed.

The Pharisees of the New Testament accused the blind man of being born in sin but
Jesus promptly refuted that mistaken belief.

See John chapter 9

As Jesus passed by, He saw a man who had been blind from birth. 2 And His
disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he would
be born blind?” ° Jesus answered, “It was neither that this man sinned, nor his
parents; but it was so that the works of God might be displayed in him.

One has to wonder why the disciples would imply the blind man had sinned since he
was born blind. He would have had to sin in his mother’'s womb for this to be the case!
That would certainly nullify the concept of “the age of accountability”.



Verses 21 - 32

2L «But if he is poor and his means are insufficient, then he is to take one male
lamb for a guilt offering as a wave offering to make atonement for him, and one-
tenth of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for a grain offering, and a log of oil,
2and two turtledoves or two young pigeons which are within his means, the one
shall be a sin offering and the other a burnt offering. ? Then the eighth day he
shall bring them for his cleansing to the priest, at the doorway of the tent of
meeting, before the Lord. * The priest shall take the lamb of the guilt offering and
the log of oil, and the priest shall offer them for a wave offering before the Lord.
> Next he shall slaughter the lamb of the guilt offering; and the priest is to take
some of the blood of the guilt offering and put it on the lobe of the right ear of the
one to be cleansed and on the thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his
right foot. 2 The priest shall also pour some of the oil into his left palm; *" and
with his right-hand finger the priest shall sprinkle some of the oil that is in his left
palm seven times before the Lord. ? The priest shall then put some of the oil that
is in his palm on the lobe of the right ear of the one to be cleansed, and on the
thumb of his right hand and on the big toe of his right foot, on the place of the
blood of the guilt offering. > Moreover, the rest of the oil that is in the priest’s
palm he shall put on the head of the one to be cleansed, to make atonement on
his behalf before the Lord. 3 He shall then offer one of the turtledoves or young
pigeons, which are within his means. 3 He shall offer what he can afford, the one
for a sin offering and the other for a burnt offering, together with the grain
offering. So the priest shall make atonement before the Lord on behalf of the one
to be cleansed. ** This is the law for him in whom there is an infection of leprosy,
whose means are limited for his cleansing.”

2L «But if he is poor and his means are insufficient.....

This section is a repetition of the last paragraph except God once again made an
allowance for the poor.

1. 1/10th vs. 3/10ths of an ephah of fine flour mixed with oil for the Grain offering
2. One male lamb instead of a ram for a guilt offering.

3. Two Turtle-doves or pigeons instead of a male and female lamb for the sin and burnt
offering.

Like the widows mite, the poor were still giving more than those of greater means.



Verses 33 - 42

%3 The Lord further spoke to Moses and to Aaron, saying: >* “When you enter the
land of Canaan, which | give you for a possession, and | put a mark of leprosy on
a house in the land of your possession, *then the one who owns the house shall
come and tell the priest, saying, ‘Something like a mark of leprosy has become
visible to me in the house.’ ** The priest shall then command that they empty the
house before the priest goes in to look at the mark, so that everything in the
house need not become unclean; and afterward the priest shall go in to look at
the house. ¥ So he shall look at the mark, and if the mark on the walls of the
house has greenish or reddish depressions and appears deeper than the surface,
*#then the priest shall come out of the house, to the doorway, and quarantine the
house for seven days. * The priest shall return on the seventh day and make an
inspection. If the mark has indeed spread in the walls of the house, “°then the
priest shall order them to tear out the stones with the mark in them and throw
them away at an unclean place outside the city. ** He shall have the house
scraped all around inside, and they shall dump the plaster that they scrape off at
an unclean place outside the city. ** Then they shall take other stones and replace
those stones, and he shall take other plaster and replaster the house.

34 “When you enter the land of Canaan, which | give you for a possession, and |
put a mark of leprosy on a house in the land of your possession,

This law looks forward to the time when the Israelites would dwell in Canaan. The Book
of Leviticus takes place in the 1% month of 1445 BC so it will be 39 more years before
they enter Canaan.

God said he would put a mark of leprosy on a house but we are not told why.

%750 he shall look at the mark, and if the mark on the walls of the house has
greenish or reddish depressions and appears deeper than the surface, ®then the
priest shall come out of the house, to the doorway, and guarantine the house for

seven days.

The phrase “deeper than the surface” is reminiscent of what was said about leprosy of
the skin in chapter 13. However, the color mentioned here is greenish or reddish.

The 7 day quarantine of the house is also similar to the person with leprosy.



%9 The priest shall return on the seventh day and make an inspection. If the mark
has indeed spread in the walls of the house, “*then the priest shall order them to
tear out the stones with the mark in them and throw them away at an unclean
place outside the city.

The mark spreading in the wall is also consistent with the spot on the skin spreading.
The leaper being quarantined outside the city is similar to the infected stones being
thrown away outside the city.

“IHe shall have the house scraped all around inside, and they shall dump the
plaster that they scrape off at an unclean place outside the city. ** Then they shall
take other stones and replace those stones, and he shall take other plaster and
replaster the house.

The leprosy could only be removed by replacing the infected stones. Also, all of the
plaster in the house had to be replaced. The leprosy may have spread to other areas
but it was not visible yet.

Verses 43 - 47

43 «If however, the mark breaks out again in the house after he has torn out the
stones and scraped the house, and after it has been replastered, **then the priest
shall come in and make an inspection. If he sees that the mark has indeed spread
in the house, it is a malignant mark in the house; it is unclean. ** He shall
therefore tear down the house, its stones, and its timbers, and all the plaster of
the house, and he shall take them outside the city to an unclean place.

“® Moreover, whoever goes into the house during the time that he has quarantined
it, becomes unclean until evening. *’ Likewise, whoever lies down in the house
shall wash his clothes, and whoever eats in the house shall wash his clothes.

If the mark appeared again in the same house then the priest had to inspect the house
to verify that it had and if that was the case, then the house had to be completely torn
down and taken outside the city to an unclean place. In addition, the following rules
applied:

1. Whoever goes into the house during the time it is quarantined, becomes unclean
until evening.

2. Whoever lies down in the house must wash his clothes.

3. Whoever eats in the house shall wash his clothes.



Verses 48 - 53

48 “If, on the other hand, the priest comes in and makes an inspection and the
mark has not indeed spread in the house after the house has been replastered,
then the priest shall pronounce the house clean because the mark has not
reappeared. *° To cleanse the house then, he shall take two birds and cedar wood
and a scarlet string and hyssop, *®and he shall slaughter the one bird in an
earthenware vessel over running water. >* Then he shall take the cedar wood and
the hyssop and the scarlet string, with the live bird, and dip them in the blood of
the slain bird as well as in the running water, and sprinkle the house seven times.
*2He shall thus cleanse the house with the blood of the bird and with the running
water, along with the live bird and with the cedar wood and with the hyssop and
with the scarlet string. > However, he shall let the live bird go free outside the city
into the open field. So he shall make atonement for the house, and it will be
clean.”

If, on the other hand, the priest comes in and makes an inspection and the mark
has not reappeared in the house he shall pronounce it clean.

The cleansing of the house that no longer had leprosy was similar to the offering from a
poor person that no long had leprosy, with the exception that the cleansing of the house
did not require a lamb. This made sense since a house is of much less value than a
person.

Verses 54 - 57

> This is the law for any mark of leprosy—even for a scale, >>and for the leprous
garment or house, *®and for a swelling, and for a scab, and for a bright spot—
>"to teach when they are unclean and when they are clean. This is the law of
leprosy.

This is a summary statement for the topic of leprosy.



